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Response to Letter I1  

Don Burton 

 
I1-1 Please refer to Master Response 5 (Airport Expansion/Public Vote).  
  
 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for 
review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I2 

Doug Fiske 

 
I2-1 This comment does not an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant 

to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This 
comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of 
Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I3 

Matt Turner 

 
I3-1 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for 
review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I4 

Tanja Freeman 

 
I4-1 The commenter would like to see implementation of mandatory noise abatement 

procedures. As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, the Federal Aviation Administration 
has jurisdiction and regulatory enforcement over aircraft in flight. Accordingly, neither the 
County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to implement mandatory noise abatement 
procedures at the Airport. Please also refer to Master Response 4 (Noise Monitors and 
PEIR Calculations).  

Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff researched the location 
provided by this comment and confirmed the location is outside of the 65dB contour (i.e., 
less than 65dB) under all scenarios. Specifically, the existing noise condition at the location 
provided was estimated to be 42.61dB, and its future condition without the Proposed 
Project is estimated to be 42.26dB. Assuming full implementation of the Proposed Project 
(PAL 2), the estimated future noise condition would be 43.08dB. This is below the threshold 
of significance of 65dB CNEL. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, 
there is no evidence the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. 
Therefore, because the location would be outside of the 65dB contour, no significant noise 
impacts would occur, and no changes to the PEIR are required. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 

 

 
  



Letters of Comment and Responses  ATTACHMENT D-151  

 
County of San Diego  November 2021 October 2018 
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR   

 
 

 

Comment Letter I5 

I5-1 



Letters of Comment and Responses  ATTACHMENT D-152  

 
County of San Diego  November 2021 October 2018 
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR   

Response to Letter I5  

Karen Johnson 

 
I5-1 This comment does not an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant 

to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This 
comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of 
Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I6 

Lynda Barrett 

 
I6-1 The quote provided by the commenter is not included in the Master Plan Update. It is 

possible the commenter obtained a previous version of the Master Plan Update; however, 
the most current and publicly available version was posted on the County’s website and 
distributed to various local libraries in March 2018. Please refer to the final Master Plan 
Update Section 3.5.1 (Airline Service) for a discussion of commercial airline service. 
Regardless, this comment does not identify an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy 
of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is 
required.  
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Response to Letter I7 

Debi Carpenter 

 
I7-1 The County will include the SoCal Aviation Association on all noticing for the proposed 

Master Plan Update process and the PEIR. This comment does not raise specific issues 
regarding the substantive environmental analysis conducted within the PEIR. The comment 
will be included as part of the administrative record and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I8 

Delinda Forsberg 

 
I8-1 Please refer to Master Response 4 (Noise Monitors and PEIR Calculations) and  

Master Response 5 (Airport Expansion/Public Vote). 

Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff researched the location 
provided by this comment and confirmed the location is outside of the 65dB contour (i.e., 
less than 65dB) under all scenarios. Specifically, the existing noise condition at the location 
provided was estimated to be 50.42dB, and its future condition without the Proposed 
Project is estimated to be 51.56dB. Assuming full implementation of the Proposed Project 
(PAL 2), the estimated future noise condition would be 52.66dB. This is below the threshold 
of significance of 65dB CNEL. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, 
there is no evidence the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. 
Therefore, because the location would be outside of the 65dB contour, no significant noise 
impacts would occur, and no changes to the PEIR are required. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 

 
I8-2 The County acknowledges these comments; however, they do not raise an issue 

concerning the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15088. Therefore, no further response is required. 

 
I8-3 The County acknowledges this comment, and it has been included in the Final PEIR for 

review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I9 

Hope Nelson 

 
I9-1 Please refer to Master Response 2 (Public Review Period Extension). No further 

response is required. 
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Response to Letter I10 

Fred Foulks 

 
I10-1 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. This 
comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of 
Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project.  

  
 It is important to note that the PEIR Chapter 4 (Project Alternatives) did consider relocating 

the Airport to an alternate location or transferring commercial services to another airport. In 
summary, the County concluded that relocating the Airport to an alternate location or 
transferring services to another airport fails to meet any of the Proposed Project objectives 
as outlined in the PEIR Section 1.1 and was not considered further. 
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Response to Letter I11  

Alan Rock 

 
I11-1 The County acknowledges this comment and support for the Project; however, it does not 

raise an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is 
included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors 
prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I12 

Rob Riordan 

 
I12-1 The County acknowledges the comments and support for the Project; however, they do not 

raise an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is 
included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors 
prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I13 

Diane Hemelstrand 

 
I13-1 The County acknowledges the comments; however, they do not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. The County will include the comment as part of 
the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the decision makers prior to a final decision 
on the Proposed Project. 

 
I13-2 Regarding aircraft in flight, please refer to Master Response 3 (VNAP) and Master 

Response 7 (FAA Involvement and Oversight). No further response is required. 
 

Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff reviewed this comment 
for any site-specific location data of the perceived noise. However, the comment does not 
contain a sufficient location for the County to further study or analyze the noted noise 
concerns. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, there is no evidence 
the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4  in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 
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Response to Letter I14 

Stephanie Jackel 

 
I14-1 Please refer to Master Response 2 (Public Review Period Extension). No further 

response is required. 

 
  



Letters of Comment and Responses  ATTACHMENT D-172  

 
County of San Diego  November 2021 October 2018 
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR   

 
 

 
 

Comment Letter I15 

I15-1 



Letters of Comment and Responses  ATTACHMENT D-173  

 
County of San Diego  November 2021 October 2018 
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR   

  

I15-1 
cont. 
 



Letters of Comment and Responses  ATTACHMENT D-174  

 
County of San Diego  November 2021 October 2018 
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR   

Response to Letter I15 

Marie Marcinko 

 
I15-1 The commenter states that restrictive flight paths and quiet hours must be implemented at 

the Airport. As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, the Federal Aviation Administration 
has jurisdiction and regulatory enforcement over aircraft in flight. Accordingly, neither the 
County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to implement mandatory noise abatement 
procedures. Please also refer to Master Response 4 (Noise Monitors and PEIR 
Calculations). 

 
Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff researched the location 
provided by this comment and confirmed the location is outside of the 65dB contour (i.e., 
less than 65dB) under all scenarios. Specifically, the existing noise condition at the location 
provided was estimated to be 49.84dB, and its future condition without the Proposed 
Project is estimated to be 50.99dB. Assuming full implementation of the Proposed Project 
(PAL 2), the estimated future noise condition would be 52.15dB. This is below the threshold 
of significance of 65dB CNEL. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, 
there is no evidence the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. 
Therefore, because the location would be outside of the 65dB contour, no significant noise 
impacts would occur, and no changes to the PEIR are required. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 
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Response to Letter I16 

Chris Fitzherald 

 
I16-1 The County acknowledges this comment and support for the Project; however, it does not 

raise an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is 
included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors 
prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I17 

Christine Franz 

I17-1 The County acknowledges this comment and support for the Project; however, it does not 
raise an issue concerning the analysis of adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is 
included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors 
prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 
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Response to Letter I18 

Stephanie North 

 
I18-1 The PEIR was prepared in accordance with the City of Carlsbad & San Diego Traffic 

Engineers’ Council (SANTEC) guidance, which identify that traffic analysis is based, in part, 
on the number of seconds that would create delay caused by a project. As such, no 
revisions have been made to the PEIR. 

 
I18-2 The comment requests another aerial image showing more residences around the Airport. 

The PEIR includes aerial images surrounding the Airport as applicable for studying each 
environmental resource defined by CEQA. As this comment does not identify a specific 
environmental issue with the PEIR analysis, no changes to the PEIR have been made in 
response to this comment. 

 
I18-3 The County’s Proposed Project would not affect the existing aircraft flight paths. As 

explained in Master Response 7 (FAA Involvement and Oversight), aircraft in flight are 
under the jurisdiction and regulatory enforcement of FAA. 
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Response to Letter I19 

Gary Polster 

 
I19-1 The commenter states that quiet hours must be implemented similar to Lindbergh Field 

(now called San Diego International Airport). Please refer to Master Response 3 
(Voluntary Noise Abatement Procedures) and Master Response 7 (FAA Involvement 
and Oversight). Furthermore, this comment does not raise an issue concerning the 
analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. Therefore, 
no further response is required.  

 
Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff researched the location 
provided by this comment and confirmed the location is outside of the 65dB contour (i.e., 
less than 65dB) under all scenarios. Specifically, the existing noise condition at the location 
provided was estimated to be 38.11dB, and its future condition without the Proposed 
Project is estimated to be 38.00dB. Assuming full implementation of the Proposed Project 
(PAL 2), the estimated future noise condition would be 38.94dB. This is below the threshold 
of significance of 65dB CNEL. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, 
there is no evidence the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. 
Therefore, because the location would be outside of the 65dB contour, no significant noise 
impacts would occur, and no changes to the PEIR are required. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 
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Response to Letter I20  

Tim Stripe 

 
I20-1 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
However, it should be noted, the proposed improvements to the Airport are not considered 
an expansion of the Airport within the scope of City of Carlsbad’s regulatory framework. 
Please refer to Master Response 5 (Airport Expansion/Public Vote). 
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Response to Letter 21  

Lynell Ciranna 

 
I21-1 Please refer to Master Response 2 (Public Review Period Extension). No further 

response is required. 
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Response to Letter I22  

Hope Nelson 

 
I22-1 Please refer to Master Response 2 (Public Review Period Extension). No further 

response is required. 
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Response to Letter I23  

Kristine Wright 

 
I23-1 The County acknowledges the introductory comments; however, they do not raise an issue 

concerning the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15088. Therefore, no further response is required.  

I23-2 As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, existing noise contours surrounding the Airport 
were derived from detailed flight information gathered in 2016 (January 1–December 31, 
2016). This included an evaluation of operational data provided by the County’s Airport 
Noise and Operations Monitoring System and FAA’s Traffic Flow Management System 
Counts and Air Traffic Activity System. The noise contours were produced using the 
Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT), the FAA’s required model for evaluating noise 
impacts in the vicinity of airports. AEDT uses a variety of inputs to generate noise contours, 
including number of aircraft operations by type, types of aircraft, day/night time distribution 
by type, flight tracks, flight track and runway utilization by type, flight profiles, typical 
operational procedures, and average meteorological conditions. Ambient noise 
measurements were not used to produce the noise contours. More details on the noise 
model can be found in Appendix D to the PEIR. Also see Master Response 4 (Noise 
Monitors and PEIR Calculations). 

Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff reviewed this comment 
for any site-specific location data of the perceived noise. However, the comment does not 
contain a sufficient location for the County to further study or analyze the noted noise 
concerns. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, there is no evidence 
the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 

 

I23-3 The comment asserts the runway extension will produce increased aircraft operations 
resulting in increased criteria pollutants. The commenter recommends Master Plan Update 
Alternative #1 to keep the Airport classification as B-II. The PEIR Chapter 3.1.2 does 
include an analysis of potential air quality emissions resulting from the Master Plan Update. 
The PEIR concluded that the Master Plan Update would not result in a significant air quality 
impact. As this comment does not specifically identify an environmental issue with the PEIR 
analysis or proposed mitigation, no changes to the PEIR have been made in response to 
this comment. Also, as discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, jurisdiction and regulatory 
enforcement over aircraft in flight is the domain of the Federal Aviation Administration. 
Accordingly, neither San Diego County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to 
implement mandatory noise abatement procedures. 
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Response to Letter I24 

Donald Moore 

 
I24-1 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 

the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for 
review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project.  
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Response to Letter I25 

Bob and Gail Carroll 

 
I25-1 As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, the Federal Aviation Administration has 

jurisdiction and regulatory enforcement over aircraft in flight. Accordingly, neither the 
County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to implement mandatory noise abatement 
procedures. Please refer to Master Response 3 (Voluntary Noise Abatement 
Procedures) and Master Response 7 (FAA Involvement and Oversight). The comment 
will be included as part of the administrative record and made available to the decision 
makers prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 

 
Regarding the commenter’s concern of aircraft noise, County staff researched the location 
provided by this comment and confirmed the location is outside of the 65dB contour (i.e., 
less than 65dB) under all scenarios. Specifically, the existing noise condition at the location 
provided was estimated to be 52.49dB, and its future condition without the Proposed 
Project is estimated to be 53.63dB. Assuming full implementation of the Proposed Project 
(PAL 2), the estimated future noise condition would be 54.61dB. This is below the threshold 
of significance of 65dB CNEL. Although the comment pertains to existing noise conditions, 
there is no evidence the Proposed Project would result in significant noise impacts. 
Therefore, because the location would be outside of the 65dB contour, no significant noise 
impacts would occur, and no changes to the PEIR are required. Please refer to Master 
Responses 1 and 4 in addition to PEIR Appendix D for more information about the 
supplemental noise analysis conducted for additional locations. 

 
 


